
 

HOPELINK  FOOD AND FUND DRIVE KIT 2012  

 
 

ORGANIZING A SUCCESSFUL FOOD OR FUND DRIVE 
TO HELP LOCAL  KIDS  

www.hope-link.org 



Hopelink’s mission is to promote  
self-sufficiency for all members of our  
community; we help people make  
lasting change.  
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While the economic downturn has impacted many, thos e who 

were already struggling have been especially hard-h it. A quick 

look at the numbers shows how difficult the situati on is – and  

reflects how much your food and/or fund drive is ne eded. 
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In  the  Bellevue School  District,  the 
percentage of students eligible for 
free or reduced lunch has jumped 
from 17  percent  in  October  2008  to  
21 percent today.  Hopelink’s entire 
service area has seen a 24% increase 
of students on free and reduced 
lunch in this time period.  Currently  
over 16,000 students  who receive 
these meals during the school-year 
will lose them in the summer months.     

OUR CURRENT NEEDS  

 How Hopelink Helped in 2010 
 
· 6,802 families received food from 

our food banks, totaling over 
18,000 individuals. 

 
· $682,282 was given out in financial 

awards, most of which has gone 
towards preventing families from 
becoming homeless. 

 
· 6,629 children received holiday 

gifts from our gift rooms, which 
was almost double the amount of 
children served in 2009. 

 
· 5,064 households were awarded 

grants to help clients pay for their 
utility bills.  



Target your donors 
If you are holding a drive at your school, target students, teachers, staff, and par-
ents. Try contacting the PTSA and student government to help raise awareness of 
your efforts. 
 
 
Location, Location, Location 
If your drive is open to the public be sure that the drop off location is well marked 
and easy to get to. Consider posting "Food Drive Drop-Off Point" signs. You can en-
hance your collection by using Hopelink sleeves, crates, and posters. Put these 
where people can see them, where they will not obstruct foot or vehicular traffic, 
and where they are protected from adverse weather.  
 
 
Decide on the type of drive, and the duration of th e drive   
Decide if you want the drive to be a one-time collection event, or a multi-week com-
petition between classrooms or offices. Many drives take place over a week or 
more, so people have a longer period of time to bring in their items. 
 
 
Set a goal for your drive  
Communicate your goal, and report your progress toward that goal to your partici-
pants throughout the drive. This can be a fantastic motivation tool!   
 
 
Select drive leaders  
Dependable people with good leadership skills, and enough free time to be helpful. 
 
 
Orient your drive leaders  
Explain the need for food, confirm dates, and explain drive procedures. 
 
 
Spread The Word 
Create a slogan that relates to your organization. Send out the suggested food list 
provided by Hopelink (page 7). 
 

 GETTING STARTED  
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Food Transportation  
Unfortunately, Hopelink does not 
have the capacity to pick up  
donations from all community  
efforts. We strongly request you 
arrange to pick up any supplies 
(including sleeves or posters) at 
the closest center to you 
(locations on page 8), and then 
drop off all donations you collect 
at that same center. However, if 
you do not have a way to trans-
port donations, please contact the 
Hopelink Community Engage-
ment Department (phone number 
listed below) at least 5 business 
days in advance. The more warn-
ing we have, the more likely we 
will be able to help you. 

Aside from supplies,  
We  offer  help  with  strategy  for  
organizing your event, and can 
attend special events depending  
on  staff availability.   
 
If  you  are  interested  in  having  
a Hopelink representative attend 
your event, please give at least 
two weeks notice at the contact 
information below. 

 HOW HOPELINK  CAN HELP YOU  
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Hopel ink ’s  food  
sleeves (shown left) 
hold up to 3 standard 
milk crates inside to 
be filled with food.   
Ideally, they should 
be set up in a com-
mon area that is eas-
ily accessible. At 
building entrances 
and common areas, 
this will also help to 
acquire more sup-
porters. 
�

End Summer Hunger posters (above) will help to 
generate interest, and provide visibility for your 
effort.  

Our coin jars (shown left) 
should be stored in a secure 
location, or kept by the drive 
or team leader.  

For  questions,  comments,  or  to  schedule  a  sp eaker  for your event, please contact  
Ashley Stokes,  Community  Engagement  Coordinator  for the Development  Department,  
at  425.897.3710,  or  astokes@hope-link.org. 



 MONETARY DONATIONS  
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Your gift makes a difference for families and individuals in need.  

$100 

Provides food for 25 low-income or 
homeless people with emergent hunger 
needs and connect them to future  
support. 

Provides 50 meals for low-income fami-
lies through the food bank. 

$50 

Provides food for 12 low-income or 
homeless people with emergent hunger 
needs and connect them to future  
support. 

Provides food for meals including fresh 
produce, dairy products, and eggs to 
25 families coming through the food 
bank.  
Provides formula for two newborn for 
two weeks. 

$25 

Provides food for 6 low-income or 
homeless people with emergent hunger 
needs and connect them to future  
support. 
Provides 12 meals for low-income fami-
lies through the food bank. 

Provides personal hygiene products for 
two individuals to prepare for job  
Interviews. 

Provides formula for a newborn for two 
weeks. 

$20 

Provides food for 5 low-income or 
homeless people with emergent hunger 
needs and connect them to future  
support. 

1. Online at:  
     www.hope-link.org 
 
2. Call:  
    425.897.3710 
 
3. Mail to Hopelink:  
    PO Box 3577,  
    Redmond WA 98052 
 
4. In-person:  
    At  any of our five  
    centers 

There are 4 ways to 
make a donation. 

For every dollar given by 
individuals, foundations 
and  businesses,  Hopelink 
leverages an  additional  
two dollars from the public 
sector. A pledge that can 
be paid over  the  next  
year,  or  a donation 
matched by your employer, 
further increases Hope-
link’s ability to serve fami-
lies, seniors, and people 
with disabilities.   



MOST NEEDED ITEMS 
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Fruits and Vegetables 
 
· Canned fruit and vegetables 
· Canned/bottled 100% fruit juice 
· Freeze dried fruits (apricots,  prunes, 

raisins) 

Protein 
 
· Peanut Butter 
· Dried beans and peas 
· Canned meats including tuna 
· Canned nuts (peanuts, cashews,  
     sunflower seeds) 

Miscellaneous Items 
 

· Baby items, including diapers and 
wipes 

· Shampoo, soap, toothpaste, tooth              
brushes, deodorant, toilet paper, pa-
per towels 

· Cooking/olive oil and flour 
· Pet food 

Grains 
 
· Whole grain crackers 
· Cereal and oatmeal 
· Pasta noodles 
· Pancake mix, Bisquick, muffin mix 
· Rice (all varieties) 

Prepared Meals 
 
· Instant and canned soup, chili, and 

stew  
· Instant foods: (noodle-roni, rice-a-

roni, mac & cheese, hamburger 
helper, rice and beans 

Shelf-Stable Milk 
 
· Non-Fat dry milk 
· Canned evaporated milk 
· Dehydrated milk 
· Baby Formula 

Hopelink core-menu items that are regularly stocked  in the food banks are the 
most needed donations.  



 

 
Hopelink’s greatest needs are for  
nonperishable items needed year-round, 
as listed below.  
 
Specialty items such as toilet paper,  
paper towels, and sanitary products are 
also greatly appreciated.  

· Pasta  
· Peanut Butter  
· Rice  

· Soup  
· Tomato Products  

· Vegetables 
(Canned or 
Fresh) 

· Canned Meals  
· Canned Meat  
· Cereal  
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All of our centers except the Sno-Valley location, are open Monday through Friday 
from 8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Check www.hope-link.org for special holiday hours. 
  
We are always in need of food, cleaning products (laundry detergent, dish  washing  
soap,  etc.), personal products (shampoo, soap, toothbrushes and paste, etc.) and 
new or gently used children's books. 

HOPELINK  LOCATIONS AND HOURS  
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Bellevue 425.943.7555 14812 Main St  
Bellevue, WA 98007 

Kirkland / Northshore 425.889.7880 11011 120th Ave NE Kirkland, 
WA 98033 

Redmond 425.882.0241 16725 Cleveland St Redmond, 
WA 98052 

Sno-Valley* 425.333.4163 37957 E Commercial St. Carna-
tion, WA 98014 

Shoreline 206.440.7300 15809 Westminster Way N. 
Shoreline, WA 98133 

*Our Sno-Valley center is open  
Monday through Thursday 
8:30am to 5:00pm. They  are  
our  only center  to   accept  
donations  of clothing; taking 
only gently used items in 
good condition.  


